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Exploration of Environmental Art and Its Impact on

Ecological Awareness

Art History Lesson: Exploration of Environmental Art and Its Impact on Ecological

Awareness
Grade Level: 11th Grade
Subject: Visual Arts

Objective: Students will explore the concept and impact of environmental art,
understand its role in ecological awareness and activism, and create their own art pieces

inspired by the messages and techniques of environmental art.

Materials:

- Computers or tablets with internet access for research

- Video clips or images of environmental art projects

- Crayons, colored pencils, markers, and other art supplies for creating art pieces

- Paper and canvas for sketching and final projects

- Journals for reflective writing on their thoughts about environmental issues and art
processes

- Handouts detailing the history of environmental art and profiles of key environmental
artists

- Projector and screen for presenting examples of environmental art and discussions by

artists

Lesson Duration: Five 60-minute class sessions
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Relevant Text:

In recent years, environmental art has emerged as a powerful tool in the movement
towards ecological sustainability. This form of art not only transforms landscapes and
urban environments but also shifts the way people think about the natural world and our
role within it. By engaging directly with environmental issues, artists help enhance

public awareness and inspire community action towards preserving our planet.

Environmental art, often referred to as "eco-art," includes a wide range of practices and
installations that involve an ecological perspective. These works are created with
sustainability in mind, often using natural materials or focusing on themes like
biodiversity, water conservation, and the impacts of climate change. Artists like Agnes
Denes and Andy Goldsworthy are renowned for their work in this field, using earth-based

materials to create stunning visual pieces that also function as ecological interventions.

For instance, Agnes Denes’s project "Tree Mountain—A Living Time Capsule" involved
planting 11,000 trees in Finland to form a mathematical pattern. Not only does this
monumental piece of land art reclaim a former gravel pit, but it also creates a sustainable
forest for future generations. This work exemplifies how environmental art can reclaim

and transform landscapes while educating the public about environmental stewardship.

Another notable artist, Andy Goldsworthy, uses intricate arrangements of leaves, rocks,
ice, and other natural elements to create temporary works that highlight the transient
beauty of the natural world. His creations often last only as long as the materials remain
undisturbed, emphasizing the ephemeral nature of life and the need to preserve the

delicate balance of our environment.

The impact of environmental art extends beyond the visual beauty or intrigue of the
installations. These artworks serve as focal points for community and educational

activities, bringing people together to discuss and reflect on environmental issues. They
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can often be found in public spaces, accessible to everyone rather than confined to the
galleries of the art elite, making the messages of ecological conservation more

widespread.

Schools and educational programs have also begun to incorporate environmental art into
their curricula, recognizing its potential to engage students actively in ecological and
artistic endeavors. Through projects inspired by artists like Denes and Goldsworthy,
students learn about the science of sustainability alongside creative expression, which

helps cultivate a deeper understanding and commitment to environmental issues.

Moreover, environmental art encourages viewers to reflect on their environmental
impact and consider more sustainable lifestyles. It provokes thought about how art can be
not just an object of contemplation but also a catalyst for social change. By witnessing
how artists interact with and respond to the environment, people may feel more
motivated to engage in activities that support environmental health, such as recycling,

conserving water, or supporting local conservation efforts.

Environmental art plays a crucial role in raising ecological awareness and fostering a
sense of responsibility towards our planet. Through the creative use of natural materials
and themes that advocate for sustainability, environmental artists not only beautify the
world but also inspire action to preserve it. As this art form continues to evolve, its
influence on public attitudes and behaviors towards the environment remains a vital part

of the cultural conversation about our ecological future.
Detailed Weekly Plan:

Day 1: Introduction to Environmental Art

Objective: Introduce students to environmental art, focusing on its historical roots and

evolution alongside emerging ecological concerns.
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Materials for Day 1:

- Interactive Digital Timeline: Showcasing the history and evolution of environmental art.
- Selected Artworks: Curated images and videos of key works from artists such as Robert
Smithson and Agnes Denes.

- Projection Equipment: For displaying detailed visuals and documentaries.
Instructions and Script for Day 1:

Introduction to Environmental Art (15 minutes):

- Teacher Script: "Good morning! Today, we are exploring environmental art—a form of
art that directly engages with ecological issues. We will begin by looking at how this genre
has developed over time, from early land art movements to contemporary practices."

- Activity: Begin by displaying the interactive digital timeline on the projector,
highlighting significant moments in the history of environmental art. Guide students
through key milestones, discussing how artists' approaches have evolved in response to
growing environmental awareness.

- Discussion: "What are some of the main themes you see emerging in environmental art
over time? How do you think these artworks reflect the artists' concerns about the

environment?"

Analysis of Key Works (20 minutes):

- Teacher Script: "Next, let's take a closer look at specific works of environmental art to
understand how artists like Robert Smithson and Agnes Denes use their medium to make
a statement about the environment."

- Activity: Present detailed case studies of Robert Smithson's "Spiral Jetty" and Agnes

Tn

Denes' "Wheatfield - A Confrontation." Use images and video clips to show how these

works interact with their environments and communicate their messages.

- Discussion: "How do the materials and locations chosen by these artists enhance the
impact of their works? What do you think the artists want the viewers to feel or think

about when they see these pieces?"
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Sketching and Planning (20 minutes):

- Instructions: "Based on what we've learned, begin sketching your ideas for an
environmental art project that addresses a local environmental issue. Think about the
materials you might use and how they would enhance your message."

- Materials Provided: Provide eco-friendly sketch paper and drawing supplies. Encourage
students to brainstorm and reflect on the ecological issues that matter to them.

- Guidance: Walk around the room, providing feedback on students' sketches. Discuss
their concepts and suggest ways to strengthen the environmental messaging through

their choice of materials and composition.
Day 2: Techniques and Materials in Environmental Art

Objective: Explore various sustainable materials and techniques used in environmental

art, with demonstrations and hands-on activities.

Materials for Day 2:
- Samples of natural and recycled materials.
- Tools for material manipulation, like looms for textile work and tools for wood carving.

- Information sheets on sustainable art practices.
Instructions for Day 2:

Material Demonstrations (20 minutes):

- Teacher Script: "Today, we'll explore the types of materials commonly used in
environmental art, focusing on sustainability and natural resources. We'll look at how
these materials can be transformed into powerful statements about the environment."

- Demonstration: Demonstrate several techniques using natural materials, such as
creating textures with recycled textiles, dyeing with natural pigments, and carving with

reclaimed wood. Discuss the environmental benefits of using these materials.



W Cultivate

ARTS & EDUCATION

- Activity: Invite students to experiment with these materials, creating small samples that
showcase different textures and effects. Encourage them to think about how these

materials could be incorporated into their own projects.

Sustainable Techniques Workshop (25 minutes):

- Instructions: "Now, using the materials we've explored, begin creating a small-scale
model of your environmental art piece. Consider how your choice of materials will convey
your message about the environment."

- Materials Provided: Offer a range of eco-friendly materials and tools for use. Encourage
experimentation with different techniques, emphasizing sustainability and creativity.

- Guidance: Circulate the room, providing individual feedback on students' projects. Offer
tips on material manipulation and help them brainstorm ways to integrate their chosen

themes effectively.

Discussion and Reflection (10 minutes):

- Teacher Script: "Let's reflect on the materials and techniques we've experimented with
today. How do these elements help communicate your environmental message? What
challenges did you encounter?"

- Discussion: Facilitate a group discussion where students share their experiences
working with sustainable materials. Encourage them to discuss the advantages and
limitations of different techniques.

- Feedback: Provide constructive feedback, focusing on how well students' choices align
with their conceptual goals. Suggest alternative methods or materials to enhance their

projects.
Day 3: Researching Environmental Artists

Objective: Conduct in-depth research on environmental artists to understand their

influence on the movement and gather inspiration for personal projects.

Materials for Day 3:
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- Access to digital archives and online art databases.
- Research handouts with prompts and questions about environmental artists.

- Multimedia stations for viewing artworks and documentaries.
Instructions for Day 3:

Artist Research (20 minutes):

- Teacher Script: "Today, we'll dive deeper into the world of environmental art by
researching artists whose work has made a significant impact. Choose an artist who
resonates with you and explore their techniques, materials, and ecological messages."

- Activity: Students use provided tablets or computers to research selected environmental
artists. Encourage them to look for artists whose work relates to their personal project
ideas, taking notes on techniques and themes.

- Documentation: Have students document their findings in their journals, focusing on
how the artist's work could influence their own project. They should consider the

materials used, the scale of the work, and the environmental context.

Group Discussion (15 minutes):

- Instructions: "In small groups, discuss the artists you've researched and the different
approaches they use to address environmental issues. How do these approaches vary, and
what can we learn from them?"

- Discussion: Students share insights about the artists they've researched, discussing how
different materials and methods convey various ecological messages. They should
consider the cultural and social impacts of these works.

- Feedback: Guide the discussion by asking probing questions that encourage critical

thinking about the effectiveness and relevance of different artistic approaches.

Preparation for Presentation (20 minutes):
- Teacher Script: "Based on your research, prepare a brief presentation on your chosen

artist. Highlight their approach to environmental art and how it
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could inspire your project.

- Materials Provided: Offer templates or guidelines for creating digital presentations.
Encourage students to use visuals and direct quotes to support their points.

- Activity: Students develop short presentations summarizing their research, preparing
to share these with the class. Emphasize clarity and depth in explaining how the artist's

work could inform their own projects.
Day 4: Project Development and Artistic Creation

Objective: Begin creating final environmental art projects, applying researched

techniques and sustainable materials.

Materials for Day 4:
- Full array of previously demonstrated sustainable materials and tools.
- Workspaces set up for large-scale artistic creation.

- Ongoing access to digital resources for reference.
Instructions for Day 4:

Project Development (30 minutes):

- Teacher Script: "Today is the day to start bringing your environmental art project to life.
Remember to apply what you've learned about sustainable materials and techniques, and
think about the ecological message you want to convey."

- Activity: Students begin constructing their final art pieces, using the sustainable
materials provided and integrating techniques from their research. Encourage them to
think critically about each artistic decision, considering both aesthetic and ecological
impacts.

- Guidance: Offer ongoing support and feedback, helping students troubleshoot any
technical challenges they encounter. Provide additional resources or suggest alternative

approaches as needed.
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Mid-Process Review (20 minutes):

- Instructions: "Let's take a break to share our progress and discuss any challenges or
breakthroughs you've experienced so far. How is your project coming together?"

- Discussion: Have each student briefly present their work-in-progress, explaining their
concept, material choices, and any difficulties they are facing. Encourage peers to offer
constructive feedback.

- Feedback: Provide targeted suggestions to help students refine their projects. Focus on
enhancing the clarity of their environmental messaging and improving their use of

materials.

Continued Artistic Work (5 minutes):

- Teacher Script: "Use this final time today to continue refining your project. Focus on the
details that will make your message clear and compelling."

- Activity: Students return to their workspaces to continue developing their art pieces,
incorporating feedback and focusing on finishing details.

- Support: Offer additional materials or tools as needed, ensuring all students have what

they need to complete their projects effectively.
Day 5: Final Presentations and Exhibition Preparation

Objective: Complete and present final environmental art projects, discussing their

conceptual underpinnings and the use of sustainable materials.
Materials for Day 5:

- Finished environmental art projects

- Digital presentation equipment for project summaries

- Exhibition space prepared with eco-friendly display materials

Instructions for Day 5:

Final Touches and Setup (15 minutes):
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- Teacher Script: "Today is the big day! Finish any last touches on your projects and
prepare for your presentation. Think about how you will explain your material choices
and the environmental message behind your work."

- Activity: Students make final adjustments to their projects and set them up in the
exhibition space, ensuring each piece is displayed effectively.

- Assistance: Provide help with technical aspects of display, such as arranging lighting or

positioning pieces for optimal viewing.

Project Presentations (30 minutes):

- Instructions: "Now, let's present our completed projects to the class. Share your creative
journey, the environmental themes you addressed, and the sustainability of your
materials.

- Presentation: Students take turns presenting their projects, using digital aids to support
their explanations. Encourage them to speak confidently about their artistic process and
the ecological impact of their work.

- Evaluation: Use a rubric to evaluate each presentation based on clarity, depth, and the

effective use of sustainable practices in art.

Exhibition Opening and Peer Review (10 minutes):

- Teacher Script: "Let's officially open our class exhibition and take some time to review
each other's work. Think about how the pieces you see today might inspire your own
future projects.”

- Activity: Conduct a walkthrough of the exhibition, allowing students to view and
comment on each other's work. Encourage thoughtful, constructive feedback.

- Reflection: Facilitate a final discussion where students reflect on what they have learned
about environmental art and how they can continue to incorporate sustainability into

their artistic practices.
Extensions and Assessments

Extensions:

10
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- Community Engagement Project: Encourage students to develop a proposal for a
community-based environmental art project. They could identify a local environmental
issue and propose an art installation or event to raise awareness and encourage
community involvement. This could be presented in the form of a written proposal or a
digital presentation.

- Environmental Art Journal: Students who finish early or want to delve deeper can create
an environmental art journal. This journal can include sketches, notes, and reflections on
their ideas for future projects that address other environmental concerns, such as
pollution, deforestation, or ocean conservation.

- Additional Artist Research: Have students research additional environmental artists not
covered in class, such as Nils-Udo or Patricia Johanson. They can prepare a short
presentation or write an essay about the artist's impact on ecological awareness and how
their work could influence future environmental art.

- Virtual Gallery Tours: Utilize online resources to take virtual tours of galleries and
museums featuring environmental art. Links to virtual tours, like those provided by the
Smithsonian or other art institutions, can be shared for students to explore the broader

impact of environmental art on a global scale.
Assessments:

- Formative Assessment: Monitor students’ progress throughout the week by observing
their participation in discussions, their engagement with hands-on activities, and their
ability to collaborate with peers. Provide feedback to encourage growth and
improvement.

- Summative Assessment: Use a rubric to evaluate each student's final environmental art
project. The rubric should assess creativity, the effectiveness of the environmental
message, the use of sustainable materials, and the overall aesthetic quality. Include
criteria that reflect how well the project aligns with the themes discussed during the

lesson.

I
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- Self-Assessment: Have students complete a self-assessment form where they reflect on
their learning experience, the challenges they faced, and the skills they developed. They
should also evaluate how effectively their art piece communicates an environmental
message.

- Peer Assessment: Encourage students to provide constructive feedback to their peers
during the final exhibition and presentation. Each student can fill out a peer review form,
commenting on the strengths of each project and offering suggestions for further
development.

- Reflection Journal: Ask students to write a final reflection in their journals about what
they learned regarding environmental art and ecological awareness. They should
consider how the projects and activities have influenced their views on sustainability and

the role of art in advocating for ecological issues.
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